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Dear Friends of the Festival! 
The International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films reached the 
age of 54! 
The Festival experienced both glorious and difficult years.  
Founded in 1965 as a Review of Red Cross and Health Films, the 
Festival turned into the only one for that time international cinema 
festival in Bulgaria, with Category “A”. The Festival screens hosted the 
most prestigious works of the cinema art; it enjoyed the participation 
of significant international and Bulgarian names of the Red Cross 
Movement, of the cinema and the medicine; it became a forum, where 
contemporary topical items were discussed. 

This is the ambition that led us to restore the Festival after it was forgotten for almost a quarter of 
a century. On the background of already numerous cinema events in Bulgaria, we managed to 
preserve the characteristic spirit of the International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films as a 
forum of humanity; this year we attracted the attention of above 3 200 films from above 120 
countries to apply to participate in the Festival; the attention of experts in humanity, cinema, 
medicine to take part in the urgent topical items discussions. 
 
Ilko Raev, Director International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films 
 
 

          

Dear audience, 
Dear participants and guests of the 18th International Festival of 
Red Cross and Health Films,  
Not surprisingly, I turn first to the audience, because they are the 
most important element in the existence and regular holding of each 
film festival. The spectators, their interests and expectations are the 
leading motive for the complex organization of such a cultural event 
and yet they are the most loyal appraiser of its value as a film 
program, side-activities and concurrent events. The Varna audience is 
particularly well prepared and competent, as many similar film 
festivals have been held in the city for many years. 
We have always been aware of these circumstances, so when the 
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festival grounds had to be moved from the Sanatorium and Healing Complex “Kamchiya” to Varna, 
we did our best to take this change into account. On the other hand, the calendar transfer from 
September to June shortened the preparation time and put additional pressure on the 
organization of the 18th edition of festival.  
Despite these objective difficulties and the usual financial constraints, we tried to offer the 
demanding Varna audience and the guests of the city valuable days and hours in the cinema halls as 
well as during the lectures and discussions within the discussion panel. Some of the most 
competent Bulgarian analysts and in-depth commentators will present their views on the universal 
and always up-to-date topic "Aggression, Humanity, Media". The feature and documentary films of 
the competition selection will offer the audience a variety of topics and fascinating stories made 
with respectable artistry. The selection of Red Cross and Health Films will also animate on the 
screen interesting scientific aspects of medicine and current social issues, with different 
geographic addresses of their authors and participating countries.  
Not less important are the informal contacts in the daily communication of the film authors - 
participants in the program with the viewers, with their colleagues - cinematographers, accredited 
journalists and all guests. Because the true meaning of every such festival is the creative 
atmosphere of a useful working holiday! We hope to make it together during the five festival days 
of June 2019.  
 
Good luck! 
Prof. Dr. Bozhidar Manov, Artistic Director 
 
 

THE DISCUSSION  
 

Within the framework of the XVIII International 
Red Cross and Health Film Festival on June 14, 
2019 in the concert studio of Radio - Varna, the 
discussion part of the program of the Festival 
"Aggression, Humanity and Cinema" has started. 
The discussion panel was moderated by the 
artistic director of the Festival Prof. Bozhidar 
Manov, and the main lecturer was the President of 
the Atlantic Club Dr. Solomon Passy. 
At the opening, Prof. Manov stressed that the idea 
of such events is to look for the depth of the 

issue, in a particular direction. He recalled that since the restoration of the Festival until this day, 
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the motto of the discussions remains unchanged, and that is because at the beginning of the 21st 
century we are still witnessing terrible primitive aggression, from domestic to global level. "For 160 
years now, the ideas of the Red Cross Movement and its 7 fundamental principles are an antipode 
exactly of this aggression," Prof. Manov added. 

          
 
During his lecture on "Democracy - an evolutionary alternative to aggression" Solomon Passy made 
a comparative analysis between the Principles of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the 
organizations related to his own professional career. He admitted that the only one principle not 
inherent to him personally is the principle of "Neutrality", since it is not possible for good to be 
neutral against evil. He introduced the paradoxes of democracy and developed the thesis that it is 
an alternative, but not a guarantee of the absence of aggression. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY 
 
Part of the film program was dedicated to the 100th Anniversary of the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 
Special guests were Benoît Carpentier, Strategy and Global Network 
Manager at the IFRC Communications Department, and Armağan 
Pekkaya, a member of the international jury, a film director and a 
producer at the media centre of the Turkish Red Crescent Society. 
The meeting with the special guests was opened by Dr. Sofia Stoimenova, 
Chief Secretary of the Bulgarian Red Cross, who briefed the audience on 
the history and current priorities IFRC’s work. Before the screening on 
the subject, Benoit Carpentier said: (his speech is published below): 
 
“Henry Dunant is above all remembered as the witness to slaughter at 



 
 

 

4  

 

the Battle of Solferino in 1859, shocked into engineering what is arguably the greatest social 
revolution of all time, in mobilizing compassionate people to give freely of their time and energy to 
help those in need, and in trying to codify and make a little bit more humane the rules of war. 
But it’s another great HD that we celebrate this year, the first President of the League of the Red 
Cross. 
In 1919, the ‘war to end all wars’ had taken some 10 million military lives and as many civilians.  
Henry Davison himself had led a massive war effort from the American Red Cross, which grew from 
a quarter of a million to 20 million members within two years, raised 100 million dollars, and sent 
9,000 volunteers to Europe. ‘If we were late in entering the war, we are coming now’, he said.  The 
American Red Cross was in France, Russia, Belgium, Italy, Romania, Palestine, Serbia and Greece. It 
provided homes for refugees, TB hospitals, food, clothing and education.   
National Societies all over Europe did the same, and 
by the end of the war the Red Cross across Europe 
had more volunteers than there were combatants.  
Davison’s huge and simple idea was that this great 
body of compassion and of practical potential – 
which was of course already established well before 
1914 – could be utilized in times of peace as well as 
war.  It took him just 154 days from the germ of an 
idea, discussed with US President Woodrow Wilson 
in the White House in December 1918, to the 
creation of the League.   
The speed and audacity of the process was breath-taking.  Five Societies were there at the outset: 
France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan and the United States. A month after the Cannes Conference, two 
counts, a knight and a professor joined Davison in the Hotel Regina in Paris to sign the Articles of 
Association of the new League.   
Within five years the League had raised almost 700 million Swiss francs for some 50 appeals in 
almost as many countries.  25 National Societies brought food and other assistance to those left 
hungry and diseased in the Russian Civil War.  And when well over 100,000 people were killed in the 
great Kanto earthquake in Japan in September 1923, the League rallied its National Societies to the 
tune of 100 million dollars. 
Davison’s dream lived on. It lives today as living testimony to his vision, and to Henri Dunant’s, and 
to the vision of many other passionate and visionary people.   
From some 30 National Societies in the League by the end of 1919, to 112 in 1969, to 191 now in 
2019. 
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The scale and the frequency of natural disasters has done nothing but escalate for at least 30 years. 
Most of us will more easily recall recent highlights:  
- the largest single-country humanitarian operation in our history after the Haiti earthquake of 
2010 ... 
- the saving of up to 10,000 lives when brave and brilliant Red Cross volunteers buried the highly 
contagious bodies of Ebola victims in West Africa in 2014 and 2015, in a way that we ensured was 
‘safe and dignified’ ...  

- the channelling of up to three-quarters of the 
Movement’s and of all international humanitarian aid 
through the Syrian Arab Red Crescent since 2011 ... 
- the support for millions upon millions of migrants – in 
Kenya and Uganda – in the Northern Triangle in Central 
America – in Greece, Italy, Spain as more than a million 
people entered Europe in 2015 ...  
- to the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh, 
where 20 of our National Societies were involved and 
where we ran the only 24/7 emergency field hospital ... 

- to the triple-disasters in Indonesia last year ... 
- to crisis in Venezuela now spilling into an entire neighbourhood, to Ebola in the DRC, and Cyclone 
Idai in Mozambique. 
A simple truth emerges that we have carried out our work in times of deep and seemingly growing 
need, and that the Red Cross Red Crescent (in the words of its slogan from the 1980s) has been 
‘everywhere for everyone’. 
This memory exercise is founded on the fact that a tree cannot grow without roots. And these are 
our roots; this is at least some of our History. But History frequently teaches that it teaches nothing 
at all: humans ignore what has gone before and make many of the same mistakes.   
The League and – since 1991 – its successor the Federation have been asking themselves existential 
questions about learning from the past and planning for the future for 100 years now.  And we are 
asking them again right now, as we develop a strategy towards 2030.  No one should expect that 
giving coherence to a global organisation would be easy. 
One of the key challenges of the coming decades will be how we preserve, protect, expand and 
empower our most precious and our most defining resource – our millions of volunteers – whether 
it’s the 2,5 million in India, the 3 in Liechtenstein or the 18,000 in Bulgaria. 
Volunteering – the fifth of our fundamental humanitarian principles – is the very heart and soul of 
this organisation.  Without favour - but frequently with fear - people give of their time, their 
energy, their emotion, and – sometimes - their lives.  They do so purely and simply to help people in 
need. 
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Local humanitarian action is one of the most vibrant expressions of the multilateralism of peoples.  
The two Leagues that came out of 1919 – the League of Nations and the League of Red Cross 
Societies – have evolved in their own parallel and sometimes overlapping ways over 100 years, but I 
would wager that the most effective form of multilateralism lies in the fully global yet fully local 
nature of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. Ours is a multilateralism that crosses 
borders.  It’s a union of people and principles – grounded in the communities where our volunteers 
and our community health workers serve the communities to which they belong, often helped by a 
global network of solidarity. 
The Red Cross was born of its expertise in health: from tending the war-wounded to fighting 
disease, not least in Eastern Europe in that first summer of 1919. We now collect blood, run 
ambulance services and, in the humanitarian context, deal with health emergencies like Ebola, and 
the health emergencies that come out of other emergencies, like the cholera that follows flood 
and famine: the two best current examples are Mozambique 
and Yemen. 
The Red Cross and Red Crescent has fought disease all over 
the world.  
The core of what it offers is its local presence: millions of its 
volunteers double as local community health workers, often 
reaching places with no hospitals, no clinics, no doctors – not 
to mention no schools, no roads, no government.  It has 
always run community health education programmes and 
now runs pandemic preparedness training too. 
It’s for that reason that the Red Cross and Red Crescent may just be the world’s most effective 
ticket towards its biggest goal, of Universal Health Coverage.  We are the eyes and ears of 
community surveillance and awareness.  We are one of the best guarantors of pandemic 
preparedness – in the current Ebola crisis in DRC, for instance, we have trained the Red Cross 
Societies of neighbouring Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda to be ready if the virus spreads. 
From the earliest days we have pushed the boundaries – breaking with curative care to promote 
preventive care and promoting nursing in the 1920s and 30s, pooling resources to fight HIV/AIDS 
from the late 80s, launching a measles vaccination initiative at the turn of this century.   
The health role – so integral to our initial raison d’être – does and must remain at our core.  
In 1919, Henry Davison was writing ‘The world is bleeding and it needs help now’.  
The world is still bleeding.  It still needs help right now, and it is people like the nearly 14 million 
volunteers of the Red Cross and Red Crescent who can provide that help.   
In a world where individualism is often preferred to collectivism, where people fears often tear 
them apart, there is one notion under which we need to all rally: humanity. Our collective humanity 
or the trust that by supporting each other, whoever and wherever we are, we can make a 
difference in the life of those who need it the most. This was the original idea behind the creation 
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of the league and it’s still more and more relevant. There is nothing more inspiring than people 
helping others, just because they can. The power of kindness and compassion has no limit, and I 
hope we will ‘walk the last mile’ for another 100 miles to come. 
 

          

 
 

 
BLOOD DONATION 
On the occasion of the World Blood Donor Day - 14th of June, within the 
Festival a blood donation campaign was organized, titled “Donate blood, 
and autograph”, which attracted great interest. All those who donated 
blood had the privilege of getting an autograph and be photographed 
together with the actresses Iskra Radeva, Maria Statoulova and 
Paraskeva Djukelova. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE BEST OF THE DAY 
 
HENRY DUNANT LIVES ALL OVER THE 
WORLD 
Co-production of Bulgarian Red Cross, 
Hungarian Red Cross, League of Red 
Cross Societies,International Committee 
of the Red Cross 
1979, 13’28’’ 
Director: Dr. György Kárpáti 
Camera: Stoyan Enev, Milan Ognyanov, Mario Markov 
Music: Georgi Genkov 
The life work of the Red Cross founder will be 

remembered forever throughout the world 
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BAD GIRL  
Bulgaria, 2019, 100 min., feature 
Director & screenplay: Marian Valev 
Camera: Anton Bakarski 
Cast: Lyubomira Basheva, Elena Telbis, 
Stanislava Armutlieva, Daria Simeonova, 
Dilyana Popova, Velislav Pavlov, Georgi 
Kadurin, Deyan Donkov 
Production: Bulgarian National Television 

The life of the rhythmic gymnastics ex-champion and present stripper Zhaneta is drastically 
changing, when she undergoes a family tragedy and becomes a victim of violence. Trying to find her 
place in this world, the girl stands in front of her most powerful enemy: herself. 
 

          

 
EUPHORIA  
Italy, 2018, 115 min., feature 
Director: Valeria Golino 
Screenplay: Francesca Marciano, Valia Santella, Valeria Golino 
Camera: Gergely Pohárnok 
Music: Nicola Tescari 
Cast: Riccardo Scamarcio, Valerio Mastandrea, Isabella Ferrari, 
Valentina Cervi, Jasmine Trinca 
Production: HT Film, Indigo Film, Rai Cinema 
Matteo is a successful young entrepreneur, open-minded, 
charming and dynamic. His brother Ettore still lives in the small 
provincial town where they were born, and teaches at the local 
school. He is a fairly cautious and honest man, who has always 
stayed aside of the spotlight out of fear of making mistakes. At 
first glance, they seem to be very different people, but life 
events force them together once more and a difficult situation 

gives them the opportunity to get to know each other better, as well as to discover that they have 
a surprisingly close bond. 
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INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Would you like to present yourself to the guests and audience of 
the XVIIIth International Red Cross and Health Film Festival, 
2019? 
My name is Zlatimir Kolarov and I was born in Sofia in 1954. After 
graduating in 1980, I worked for ten years as a doctor and assistant 
for internal diseases in different cities in the country. I am a 
rheumatologist and also an author of more than 500 scientific papers 
and reports, printed in Bulgarian and foreign magazines and 
presented in scientific forums inside the country and abroad, three 
independent scientific monographs and three others in co-
authorship. I am chairman of the Bulgarian Medical Society for 
Osteoporosis and Osteoarthrosis. I work currently at the Clinic of 
Rheumatology of the Medical University - Sofia. I am author of a 
series of books dedicated to helping patients with rheumatic 
diseases. I have also interest in fiction. I have published several books 

- a novel, a collection of stories and novels. Lately, I have another love and it is cinema - I write 
scripts for movies. At the 18th edition of the Festival we will present a film based on my script and 
directed by Valentina Fidanova – Kolarova, titled  "To revoke the predestinated". 
 
The slogan of the discussion forums of the festival is "Aggression-Humor-Cinema". Do you 
think this is still topical today? How do you interpret it? 
It is extremely topical. Especially now, when humanity, unfortunately, gives way to aggression. And 
I say this with pain. The human kind still keeps not learning this lesson and continues to fight. That 
is why I appreciate the Festival very much, because all the information comes to the people and it 
depends on us to react. 
 
Would you support the idea of the festival in the future? 
A wonderful tradition is being revived. I would undoubtedly support it. I already have an idea what 
we will introduce next time. 
What do you think about the Festival program? 
It is exceptionally rich and varied program. I really want our film „ To revoke the predestinated” to 
be spotted by the audience and may God say so – also by the critics, because it is really useful. It 
honors the BRC that it revives the festival tradition because it is a extension of its main activity by 
other means. 
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We'd love if you share with us, do you have a favorite movie, a favorite director? 
My personal top ranks belong to "The Goat Horn", "The Peach Thief" and “Thou, Which Art in 
Heaven”. These are three movies that have extraordinary messages. When a film can be viewed at 
any point on the planet and cause the same emotions, it is a global one. 
Among my favorites are also "All That Jazz", "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" and "Hair". 
Among the directors, I would undoubtedly highlight Milos Forman, Metodi Andonov, Docho 
Bojakov, Valo Radev. 
 
Based on your extensive experience, do you think that more can be expected from our 
festival? What can we improve? 
There is always more to be expected, but it seems to me that even in this format it is great. Here 
where we should pay tribute to Iliya Raev and his vast experience. The festival is made with a high 
ambition! 
 
What is the first association coming to your mind when you hear Red Cross? 
Humanity, selflessness, self-dedication. I am also charmed by volunteer children. Not only that they 
are being educated at this moment but they also educate society. We need to keep telling them 
how important and exceptional they are, because they will carry this with them all their lives. 
We, doctors and the Bulgarian Red Cross are one. We are at the frontline with those that are sick, 
the BRC is at the frontline of events, catastrophes, solidarity, help for the people. 

  

         

Would you like to present yourself to the guests and 
audience of the XVIIIth International Red Cross and Health 
Film Festival, 2019? 
By the end of this year it will be my 40th year as a film maker. I 
directed and produced about 12 feature films, 4 tv serials and I 
am here with my documentary for the first time. 
 
The slogan of the festival is "Through humanism to peace 
and friendship". Do you think this is still topical today? How 
do you interpret it? 
Certainly the motto of the festival is still topical. As a film 
maker Peace and Friendship all over the world is my dream. 
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Would you support the idea of the festival in the future? 
Such festivals like Red Cross and Health must live long. The Festival is very rich with meetings, 
discussions and films. I will be one of your faithful supporter for coming years. 
 
What do you think about the Festival program? 
The program is interesting, films from many countries seem very attractive. And I am also looking 
forward for the opening documentary film of Wim Wenders. 
 
We'd love if you share with us, do you have a favorite movie, a favorite director? 
Steven Spielberg’s ‘’Schindler’s List’’ touched me lot and Jane Campion’s film ‘’The Piano’’ as well.    
 
Based on your extensive experience, do you think that more can be expected from our 
festival? What can we improve? 
This is my first participation and will be the first experience in the Festival so it is early to say 
something but the organization looks great. 
 
What is the first association coming to your mind when you hear Red Cross? 
The World’s largest network. Without any discrimination providing protection and assistance for 
those who suffer. Red Cross/Red Crescent  Movement together is a great power of  humanity. 
 
 
 

PROGRAM FOR JUNE 15 
 
FESTIVAL AND CONGRESS CENTRE - EUROPE HALL 
9:30-12:30 Discussion Forum Aggression, Humanity,Cinema 
Tatyana Doncheva: And Now Where to? 
Prof. Dr. Ivo Hristov: The “Wonderful" New World That Lies Ahead of Us 
15:00 Competition program: THE INVISIBLE SWORD - documentary, Italy, director: Massimiliano 
Cocozza 
 Special guest: Massimiliano Cocozza 
16:30 Competition program: 5TH THERAPY – feature film, Ukraine, director: Alisa Pavlovskaya 
18:00 Competition program: COULD YOU KILL? – feature film, Bulgaria, director: Ivan Nichev 
Special guests: Ivan Nichev - director, Tatyana Granitova - screenwriter, Emilia Radeva – actress 
20:15 Competition program: LINA – feature film, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Netherlands, director: Ramin Rasouli 
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FESTIVAL AND CONGRESS CENTRE - HALL 5 
16:00 Competition program Red Cross films: THE HOMELESS MAN - North Macedonia; 
INSPIRATION - Bulgaria; 140 YEARS REGIONAL BULGARIAN RED CROSS SHUMEN - Bulgaria; 
HELPING TOGETHER - Bulgaria; VOLUNTEERS - Bulgaria 
18:00 Competition program health films: THE BEGINNING IS AN END - Bulgarian National 
Television 2 – RTVC Blagoevgrad, director: Rumyana Angelakova;  
THE TUBERCULOSIS – MYTHS AND REALLITY - Bulgarian National Television, director: Plamen 
Nikolov;  NIGHT NURSING - Russia, director: Anna Rudikova Special guests: the expert team of THE 
TUBERCULOSIS – MYTHS AND REALLITY 
20:00 Competition program short documentaries: PAY 4 NEVER MORE - Brazil, director: Leide 
Jacob; LIFE BEGINS AT 90- Cyprus, director: Bejay Browne; ALL OF MY HALF - Iran, director: Seyed 
Mehdi Mousavi Barzoki  Special guests: Leide Jacob, Marcelo Jacob – screenwriter of PAY 4 NEVER 
MORE, Bejay Browne 
 
PLENARY HALL - VARNA MUNICIPALITY 
15:00 Panorama: CHALLENGING IMPOSSIBILITY - documentary, USA, directors: Natabara Rollosson, 
Sanjay Rawal; ONE HUNDRED YEARS RUNNING - documentary, Italy, director: Domenico G.S. 
Parrino 
16:00 Panorama: THE SON – live action short, Bulgaria, director: Hristo Simeonov; EVA - A 
CRISPR STORY – live action short, Germany, director: Puneet Bharill Special guest: Puneet Bharill 
17:00 Competition program live action shorts: CONCERT FOR CLARINET AND ORCHESTRA  
Bulgaria; BONOBO - Switzerland; PUNCHLINE - Switzerland; THE RADIO TECHNICIAN - Bulgaria; 
CONGENITAL - Spain; A DROWNING MAN - Denmark, UK, Greece; THOSE WHO BURN - France, 
Morocco Special guests: the crew of CONCERT FOR CLARINET AND ORCHESTRA – Mihail Mutafov, 
actor, Lyudmil Stanev, screenwriter and others 
19:00 Competition program: THREE DAYS TILL THE SPRING – feature film, Russia, director: 
Aleksandr Kasatkin 
 
CONCERT STUDIO OF RADIO VARNA 
16:30 ATTENTION, RARE DISEASES - TTR-FAP Screening of the film TO REVOKE THE 
PREDESTINATED – documentary, Bulgaria, director: Valentina Fidanova – Kolarova Special guests: 
Prof. Dr. Ivaylo Tarnev - President of the Bulgarian Society of Neuromuscular Diseases and of the 
Bulgarian Society of Epilepsy – screenwriter and participant in the film; Prof. Dr. Zlatimir Kolarov – 
screenwriter; Valentina Fidanova – Kolarova – director 
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CENTRAL ENTRANCE OF THE SEA GARDEN 
21:30 Short films from all over the world 
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