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Diary 3 

DISCUSSION FORUM 

 

  

 The discussion forum of the XVIII International Film Festival of the Red Cross and Healthy Films 

was opened again by prof. Bozhidar Manov, who combined and presented the both topics of the day. Tatiana 

Doncheva presented her arguments on the topic “And now where to?” , a title borrowed by Rangel Valchanov’s  

film. Prof. Dr. Ivo Hristov, told about the “Wonderful” new world we are facing at. The milticiphered topics, their 

social purposes and the interesting way of their presentation provoked a lively discussion among the people who 

were present, including Prof. Zlatimir Kolarov, prof. Ivan Nichev and Haralan Alexandrov. 
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INTRODUCTIONS 
 

 

Would you present yourself? 

Do you thing that the International Festival of Red Cross 

and Health films is an interesting initiative and would you 

support it in the future? 

My name is Massimiliano Kokosa and I am from Italy. 

More than 25 years I’ve been making and producing 

different kinds of films and reportages. I also have some 

short novels published. Some of the topics, I have treated 

were related to the trafficking and violence on the 

children, drug mafia, the sterilization of women in Brazil, 

etc. 

 

  Massimiliano Cocozza 

 

The slogan of the Festival is “Aggression-Humanity-Cinema”. How do you interpret it? 

Yes, I think it’s still very actual today. I think that it’s yet another way for the Red Cross/ Red Crescent societies 

to implement their mission. My film “The invisible sword” I am participating with is based on the uniting and the 

knowledge, which I think are synonyms of the human rights, the peace and the friendship.    

  

Do you think that the International Festival of Red Cross and Health films is an interesting initiative and 

would you support it in the future?  

Of course, I would. I am extremely proud to participate in the International Festival of the Red Cross and Healthy 

Films. I hope the Forum will continue expanding and developing. 

  

What is your opinion about the program of the festival?  

Very interesting programme, which provoked my curiosity.   

 

We would be happy to share with us your favorite movies, actors or directors? 

One of my favorite films is “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy”.  

 

On the basis of your experience, do you have more expectations from our film festival? Is there anything to be 

improved?  

All the people connected with the Festival, the organizers and the participants are fantastic. You make me feel at 

home. 

  

What is the first association that arises in your mind when you heart the “Red Cross”? 

Assistance and support to the needy people.  
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Please introduce yourself… 

I’m Leide Jacob, Brazilian, filmmaker and cultural 

producer. I’m 47 year old.Currently, I’m devoted to the 

independent writing and audiovisual production. I have 

special interest in projects related to the defense of 

human rights.  

 

 

 

   Leide Jacob  

Do you thing that the International Festival of Red Cross and Health films is an interesting initiative and 

would you support it in the future? 

The International Festival of Red Cross And Health Films, to my understanding, is one of the most important 

actions related to the divulgation of humanitarian aid. The seal “Red Cross” accredits the festival, which 

guarantees not only the seriousness throughout the movies’ evaluation process, but specially the humanitarian 

aspect of the presented audiovisual productions in the competitive and special showings or in the lectures and 

debates. The humanitarian DNA, which is in the organism’s soul of the Festival, is its main differential, and it is 

what guarantee this “gaze" towards empathy, the “care of the human being” as it should be taken care of. This is 

an enriching experience. After 2017, I wanna always be around. I’d love to support the Festival in the future, it’d 

be wonderful.  

 

The slogan of the Festival is “Aggression-Humanity-Cinema”. How do you interpret it? 

Violence is present in many ways and different places in the world. Physical or psychological, aggression is a 

disrespect to the Human Rights. Cinema is able to reveal not only the conflict, but also resistance and fight for a 

more humane and just world. The Festival, in my view, walks on this parallel. In the middle of this chaos, it shows 

strong stories, about hope, love. Cinema not only “tell the story,” but it is history. That’s what The International 

Festival of Red Cross and Health Films does: history. 

 

What is your opinion about the program of the festival? 

First, in the opening session, the Festival gifts us with “Pope Francis: a man of his word”, by Win Wenders. We 

get breathless in the departure! I’m also happy to learn about the participation of “Your Turn”, by Eliza Capai. In 

Brazil, we have been going through a difficult moment for culture, education, human rights. Only independent 

cinema, cinema of resistance, to keep the production going, to not give up. This is how art is, it resists and saves. 

I want to watch everything possible, movies, lectures, and take part in the discussions.  I’m very happy for the 

opportunity of having this incredible experience. 
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You are here for a second time? How do you feel now and 2 years ago when you were awarded for you 

incredible movie “My poetry”? 

I am overjoyed at being with you, for the second time, now to show my film PAY 4 NEVERMORE that revolves 

around an episode in which my mother was discriminated against for having attended a concert in a gurney. The 

concert hall’s management alleged that as she occupied the same space as a table they wanted to charge her four 

tickets.  

The film takes place in a period that extended from 2008, when my mother left home for the first time with the 

help of a gurney and an ICU ambulance for the release of her second book, POEMS THAT HELP ME FEEL 

ALIVE, 11 years ago, and the release of her third book DON’T EXPECT JUST POETRY FROM ME, in 

2015, both events being held at the Folha de São Paulo newspaper auditorium. 

It is a work of creatively editing footage from a collection of works dating back 10 years revolving around the 

daily routine of communicating with my mother who was a poet. Unhappily she passed away last year on 

November the 22nd. Her life was marked by struggles as well as conquests. 

In 2004, she began to feel the symptoms of ALS - Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and, in less than a year, lost all 

her body movements except for that of her eyeballs. It was through this movement that she was able to 

communicate and write her poems. My mother was totally aware and conscious of her surroundings. She wrote 

over 300 of them. Many of which were set to music. She released 3 books. 

My first film, MY POETRY, exhibited here in 2017, won the Best Documentary Director Award (thank you so 

much for this, I am eternally grateful!) revealed how she communicated and wrote these poems. 

And now I bring you PAY 4 NEVERMORE, which was first seen at the International Short Film Festival in São 

Paulo last year, with her presence. I am aware that from a point of view of the reality in Brazil today, she was in 

a very privileged position, because of her financial situation. As well as being able to count on the love, support 

and care of her family. She knew this and never took her privileges for granted.  She never accepted being a mere 

supporting actor. She was the protagonist in her story. Her struggle had always been for respect, dignity, inclusion, 

accessibility, equality and human rights, included here those of women, Indians, LGBTIs and all minorities. 

Unhappily both in Brazil and around the world we are going through a retrocession in which conservative agendas 

have returned to violate our freedom. So today, more than ever, we must fight, use all our strength to build a more 

humane and just world. To be at the Festival again, to show PAY 4 NEVERMORE, other story about my mother’s 

Life, It is great. It’s show that she does much more than poetry. If she was alive, certainly, she would be so happy. 

 

We would be happy to share with us your favorite movies, actors or directors? 
I’m mainly interested in films with an authorial aspect, derived from a creative process, which makes possible 

experimentations in language, both in content and form. Films that do not give us the history immediately, but 

lead us to discover it while we watch it. And allow us to interpret it according to our experience. I like those kind 

of discoveries. I got emotional when I watched “Breathless” (1960), by Jean Luc Godard, because of its daring. 

Indeed, the Nouvelle Vague contributed a lot to the valorization of the director as an author. I like specially of 

Agnès Varda, who has a politically engaged production. She didn’t stop creating. In 2017, at the age 87, she 

launched “Visages, Villages” (2016), with incredible plastic experimentations. I’m fascinated by the border 

between real and fiction, its limits, integrations, and questionings. I’m interested by the simplicity of Abbas 

Kiarostami in “O pão e o beco” (1970), her first movie. However, I got delighted by the way she plays with the  
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real and the imaginary in “Close-up”, 1990; “Homework”, 1989; and “Ten”, 2002. Another film that was 

important and guided my studies on documentaries was “Lectures/Leituras”, by Consuelo Lins, 2005. After 

watching it, I discovered the potency of the documental language. In Brazil, the documentary cinema has 

important directors, like Jorge Furtado (“Ilha das Flores”, 1989), Eduardo Coutinho (“Cabra marcado para 

morrer”, 1984), Andrea Tonacci (“Serras da Desordem”, 2006), Gabriel Mascaro (“Domesticas”, 2012) and so 

many other representatives I could mention, after all, cinema is very rich. It is hard to have only a few favorites, 

there are many. Despite my deep interest in independent production, I believe that it is important to watch 

everything with a critical eye because language evolves, and what today is only an “experiment,” tomorrow can 

become the official language. That’s cinema! 

  

What is the first association that arises in your mind when you heart the “Red Cross”? 

Humanity, sympathy, love. 

 
The seven fundamental principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Are humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 

independence, voluntary, service, unity and universality. Which one is the most important for you?   

Humanity because the human being and our rights are the basis of everything.  

 

 

THE BEST OF THE DAY 

 
 

THE INVISIBLE SWORD / LA SPADA INVISIBILE 

 

Italy, 2016, 61 min., documentary  

 

 

Director & screenplay: Massimiliano Cocozza  

Camera: Mario Chemello  

Music: Marco Schiavoni, Alessandro Russo, Paolo 

Ferrario  

Production: Imago Orbis s.a.s., Massimiliano Cocozza  

 

 

Research carried out at the Sleep Laboratory of Lisbon University has shown that the dreams of the visually 

impaired are identical to ours. They too dream of subjects in colours and in movement, human figures, natural 

landscapes. According to the results of the research, the dreams of the blind are filled with the same visual content 

as those of people who can see, even when the blindness is congenital. This triggers a fascinating question: if 

people with congenital blindness dream of people, landscapes, clouds, colours without ever having seen them, 

where do these images come from?... A documentary investigating the experience, the emotion and the processing 

of the images in the dreams of the visually impaired. 
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COULD YOU KILL / МОЖЕШ ЛИ ДА УБИВАШ  

 

Bulgaria, 2019, 98 min., feature  

 

 

Director: Ivan Nichev  

Screenplay: Yuriy Dachev, Tatyana Granitova, Ivan Nichev  

Camera: Tsvetan Nedkov  

Music: Stefan Dimitrov, Plamen Velinov  

Cast: Yasen Popov, Ivaylo Dragiev, Nikolay Varbanov, 

Zhivko Dzhuranov, Ivo Yonchev, Aleksandar Kanev,  

Atanas Naydenov, Emilia Radeva, Dobri Manev 

Production: Cinemascope  

 

Seven young men from the Danube town of Vidin are convinced that the 

only way to change their miserable lives is to become contracted soldiers 

in the Bulgarian army. With eagerness and enthusiasm they start training 

military drills, overcoming their pacifistic feelings in the face of the 

religious menace. From the military unit only one will be approved to join 

the army. The rest will continue their everyday fight with poverty, hoping 

for better days. 

 

 

 

 

 
PAY 4 NEVER MORE  

 

Brazil, 2018, 15’, documentary  

 

Director: Leide Jacob  

Screenplay: Leide Jacob, Marcelo Jacob, Cesar Sandoval  

Production: Leide Jacob  

 

Documentary film on discrimination against poet Leide Moreira charged four tickets to attend concerts on gurney. 

Leide has amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and is able only to move her eyeballs. The film, narrated by her daughter, 

Leide Jacob, reveals the struggles in obtaining right to pay for only one entrance ticket and consequent legislation. 
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LIFE BEGINS AT 90  

 

Cyprus, 2018, 43’, documentary 

 

Director & screenplay: Bejay Browne  

Production: In Focus Films  

 

He believes that age is just a number.  

 

Ray Woolley, a World War 2 veteran, is the world's oldest 

active scuba diver, a Guinness World Record title that he 

claimed on a dive in Cyprus to celebrate his 94th Birthday 

in 2017. In the film, at 95, he talks of his passion for 

diving, and his inspirational approach to life. On 

September 1, 2018, after the film was ready, he broke his 

own record. 

 

 
 

PROGRAM FOR 16 JUNE 
 

FESTIVAL AND CONGRESS CENTRE - EUROPE HALL 

 

9:30-12:30 Discussion Forum Aggression, Humanity, Cinema 

Anna Zarkova: Abuse of Right. Arrested and Convicts Are Suing the State 

Emil Spahiyski: Inventors - the Price of Dreams 

 

14:30 Competition program: ICARUS FROM KOCHERINOVO - documentary, Bulgaria, director: Emil 

Spahiyski 

Special guest: Emil Spahiyski 

16:00 Competition program: BORDERS, RAINDROPS - feature film, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 

Serbia, UK, Sweden, directors: Nikola Mijovic, Vlastimir Sudar 

18:00 Competition program: 3100: RUN AND BECOME - documentary, USA, director: Sanjay Rawal 

Special guests: Sanjay Rawal – director; 

Tsvetan Tsekov – the only Bulgarian and the youngest finisher in the history of the Self-Transcendence 3100 

mile race 

20:15 Competition program: LIPSTICK UNDER MY BURKHA - feature film, India, director: Alankrita 

Shrivastava 

 

 



 
 

 

8  

 

 

FESTIVAL AND CONGRESS CENTRE - HALL 5 

16:00 Competition program Red Cross films: EGAL - Romania; EYE CARE - Switzerland; NATIONAL 

TRAINING OF REGIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE TEAMS AND YOUTH EMERGENCY TEAMS 

MONTANA 2018 - Bulgaria; TOGETHER THROUGH THE STORM - Bulgaria; IRAQI RED CRESCENT 

SOCIETY TODAY - Iraq 

18:00 Competition program short documentaries: CHILDREN ON THE STREET - Indonesia; RED AND 

WHITE - Iran; KALANGALA DREAM - Sweden; FROG HUNTERS - Turkey 

20:00 Competition program health films: THE FACES OF LAFORA - Bosnia and Herzegovina, director: Denis 

Bojic 

Special guest: Denis Bojic 

 

PLENARY HALL - VARNA MUNICIPALITY 

15:00 Competition program: YOUR TURN - documentary, Brazil, director: Eliza Capai 

Special guest: Eliza Capai 

17:00 Competition program live action shorts: TOPRAK - France, Turkey; SALAM - USA, UK; SACRILEGE 

- Switzerland, France; MORALITY POLICE - Turkey; THE TUNNEL - Germany, Switzerland; LES 

MISERABLES - France; TIMMY - Bulgaria, Germany, Belgium; TERROR - Israel 

19:00 Competition program: A SPECIAL DAY - feature film, Iran, director: Homayoun Assadian 

 

CONCERT STUDIO OF RADIO VARNA 

16:30 THE LIFEGUARDS 

Screening of the films ODE TO (LIFESAVING) JOY - Greece, director: Dr. Stathis Avramidis – a tribute to 

Lucas Bistarakis, considered the "father" of professional water lifeguarding in Greece, and THE TEACHER - 

Bulgaria, director: Genoveva Dokova – a film in memory of Lavrenti Silov, the lifeguard icon in Bulgaria 

Special guests: Lucas Bistarakis and Dr. Stathis Avramidis 

 

CENTRAL ENTRANCE OF THE SEA GARDEN 

21:30 Short films from all over the world 
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