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The Bulgarian Red Cross (BRC) reported its 

activities in 2021.  

The 67th Session of the highest forum of the 

National Society - the General Assembly, was 

opened by the President of the Bulgarian Red Cross 

Acad. Hristo Grigorov.  

The Assembly delegates were greeted by the 

President of the Republic of Bulgaria Mr. Rumen 

Radev, the Chairman of the National Assembly Mr. 

Nikola Minchev, the Prime Minister Mr. Kiril 

Petkov, the Vice President of the Republic of 

Bulgaria Mrs. Iliana Yotova, the Minister of Health 

Prof. Asena Serbezova and many others. Guests of 

the event were the Deputy Prime Minister for 

Effective Governance Mrs. Kalina Konstantinova, 

the Minister of Education and Science (MOE) Acad. 

Nikolay Denkov, His Eminence Bishop Polycarp of 

Belogradchik, Vicar of the Metropolitan of Sofia and 

representatives of the Ministry of Transport. 

In her address to the delegates, the Deputy Prime 

Minister said: "Living in difficult times requires 

incredible efforts to deal with various crises and to 

provide assistance to people affected by them. In 

moments like these, the Bulgarian Red Cross proves  

 

 

again its genuine role and offers support, by 

mobilizing all its resources, and by working with 

commitment, to protect and assist vulnerable people 

facing real hardship". She expressed appreciation to 

the volunteers and staff of the BRC and encouraged 

them to carry on the good work in the spirit of 

humanity, respecting human dignity and Movement 

Fundamental Principles.  

Acad. Denkov addressed the delegates of the forum 

with words of deep gratitude for their work and 

exceptional contribution to the successful 

implementation of the joint campaign with MOE in 

support of the children affected by the conflict in 

Ukraine.  

In his address, the Chairman of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria, said: 

“Nowadays, your contribution to the education of 

young people in respecting human values and 

humanizing society, in the spirit of compassion, is 

extremely valuable. With your campaigns in support 

of the joint efforts to tackle the COVID-19, with the 

assistance provided to affected by the conflict in 
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Ukraine, you are of great support to all those in need 

in times of unpredictable and multiple challenges”.  

In his greeting words, the Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Bulgaria Mr. Kiril Petkov underlined his 

respect and appreciation: “The Bulgarian Red 

Cross’s network of thousands of volunteers, serves 

the communities with dignity and deserves support 

and cooperation. The mission of your organization is 

extremely important. Allow me to express my deep 

gratitude for your day-to-day humanitarian work for 

the benefit of society, state institutions, local 

authorities and all vulnerable people. I am 

convinced that you will continue with dedication to 

lend a hand and be everywhere when someone is in 

need. "- The Vice President of the Republic of 

Bulgaria, Mrs. Iliana Yotova sent an emotional 

congratulatory address stating: 

"I find something very meaningful, humane and 

deeply touching, very important to me in the motto of 

the celebration of the 100-th Anniversary since the 

establishment of the Youth Red Cross last year -"I 

serve!". It is very special to your humanitarian 

organization, but it also brings hope for the future. 

Only two strong words that have a heavy charge and 

go beyond volunteering!”.  

The Minister of Health Prof. Asena Serbezova said 

in her address: “I also take this opportunity to thank 

you for the support, empathy and care you are giving 

to Ukrainian people fleeing the war, as well as for 

your long-standing fruitful partnership with the 

Ministry of Health”.  

The President of the Bulgarian Red Cross, Acad. 

Hristo Grigorov, presented the report on the 

activities of the Bulgarian Red Cross for 2021.  

 “Our organization has long traditions in its 144-

year history. During the last year, through all of its 

activities and services, the Bulgarian Red Cross 

proved its mission and meaningful role in our 

society.  Large - scale programs, projects and 

innovative approaches were implemented, along 

with common activities aiming to assist vulnerable 

people, for prevention of accidents, in providing 

support in crisis situations, and many more, and in 

multiple communities at regional, municipal and 

local level. In a year full of serious challenges, the 

Bulgarian Red Cross was standing for respecting the 

humanitarian values and principles of the 

International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement 

and the traditions of our ancestors. In times of global 

and diverse challenges, once again the Bulgarian 

Red Cross with its strong network of volunteers and 

structures stood close to vulnerable people, and as a 

partner to national and local authorities“. 
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During 2021 the organization organized a wide range 

of events, and implemented services, and activities 

in response to the needs of most vulnerable. 

Humanitarian assistance was provided to over 325 

531 needy people and to over 600 institutions. More 

than 1 200 elderly with chronic diseases and 

permanent disabilities received assistance from the 

Home Care Center, who provides integrated health 

and social services at home.  The Bulgarian Red 

Cross maintained its leading position in the training 

of various groups of the population in first aid and 

continued to be a key partner of the state in the 

prevention of road accidents. The programs for 

training in first aid (FA) hold a European certificate, 

and 75 108 people were trained, including candidate 

drivers, teachers, parents and babysitters, company 

employees.  

BRC provided assistance to refugees and asylum 

seekers, and supported thousands of vulnerable 

migrants by distribution of food, hygiene kits, 

clothing, footwear, medicines, blankets, etc., and by 

facilitating their access to medical care, education, 

shelter, labor market.  Over the past year, the BRC 

has increased its readiness to respond to diverse 

crisis situations, as a partner to state and local 

authorities, led by motivated volunteers and staff 

who were involved in prevention activities, 

providing assistance in disasters and crises, and 

launching climate change initiatives. A total of 1 059 

054 people affected by COVID-19 pandemic 

received information, PSS and assistance, thanks to 

the participation of over 8 953 volunteers and staff. 

Support was given to medical and health facilities as 

well. Two national information campaigns have been 

conducted to combat fake news and promote the 

benefits of vaccination. The Mountain Rescue 

Service assisted 1 656 in accidents in mountains and 

conducted 156 rescue operations. 

The Water rescue service reached out to even more 

people with prevention activities, and provided 

training to 807 lifeguards for open water areas, sea 

and swimming pool. 4 175 people were rescued in 

water accidents. The Bulgarian Red Cross has signed 

25 cooperation agreements with sister NSs and 15 

regional branches maintain international 

partnerships. 4 287 people were supported through 

protection activities, with 360 cases for restoring 

family links. Number of successful campaigns and 

projects have been implemented  e.g. raising  funds 

to provide free school meals to children from socially 

disadvantaged families, to provide financial 

assistance to the families of children affected by road 

accidents, the families of children with special needs, 

to support affected by disasters, etc. Thanks to the 

joint efforts of the Bulgarian Red Cross and partners, 

the funds raised only for these activities in 2021 were 

BGN 790 336. The Bulgarian Red Cross Youth 

celebrated the 100th Anniversary of its founding, 

reporting 259 clubs with young people countrywide, 

with 4 844 members, 1 821 of which are active 

volunteers. In 2021, more than 3 064 young 

volunteers were trained and 271 000 people were 

reached by programs and activities for youth. 
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These were some of the highlights that the President 

of BRC included in the presentation on the activities 

of the Bulgarian Red Cross in 2021. Acad. Grigorov 

sincerely thanked the volunteers, employees and 

partners for their dedication, tireless efforts and their 

contribution to helping vulnerable people : Steli 

Dzhambazova, President of the Bulgarian Red Cross 

Youth, Dr. Artyun Erinozov, Director of the 

Secretariat of the Bulgarian Red Cross-Dobrich, 

Assoc. Prof. Stefko Burdjiev, Chairman of the 

Bulgarian Red Cross-Ruse, Tatiana Minkova, 

Chairman of the Bulgarian Red Cross-Burgas, Ilian 

Velkov, Delegate from Plovdiv and many more  

focused their interventions on priority humanitarian 

and organizational issues and shared good practices 

in responding to current challenges. 

Deputy Director General Krassimira Nikolcheva 

acquainted the delegates with the results of the 

implementation of the Budget of the Bulgarian Red 

Cross for 2021. Both reports were unanimously 

adopted by the General Assembly delegates. The 

reports of the National Control Commission and the 

Ethics Committee were also adopted by the delegates 

without "abstentions" and "against". The Plan of the 

NS for 2022, and the Budget for 2022 were also 

adopted. 

The 67th General Assembly ended with a speech by 

the Director General of the Bulgarian Red Cross 

Prof. Dr. Krassimir Gigov, who praised the work of 

the organization in 2021 and thanked everyone - the 

volunteers and staff, for their commitment and for 

the enormous efforts in the implementation of the 

activities and in responding to the challenges posed 

by COVID-19, and now – by the conflict in Ukraine.  

The General Assembly was closed by the President 

of the Bulgarian Red Cross Acad. Hristo Grigorov, 

who again expressed his wholehearted gratitude to 

everyone for their hard work and dedication. Acad. 

Hristo Grigorov wished that 2022 would be 

successful for the Bulgarian Red Cross as the leading 

humanitarian organization in Bulgaria. "In the 

difficult times we live, the Bulgarian people, 

institutions and partners need us, and we will 

continue, with joint efforts, and united in the name of 

humanity" . 
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